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livelihood is a big problem for them too, or rather they have made
it one. Hence they do not go against public opinion and readily
advocate reforms. Some who are exceptions to this rule attempt
to introduce reforms, but people are not ready to listen to them.
These latter sadhus do not possess the necessary strength of cha-
racter to have an impact on the people. Others will automatically
be saved if the sadhus as a class are reformed, but impostors have
entered their fold and many sadhus spread irreligion or supersti-
tions under the guise of religion.

It is a difficult task to reason with that other man of forty-two
years who, though he has a wife living, wishes to marry again.
Who can convince him that begetting children is not a part of
dharma, whereas it is man's dharma to be satisfied with one wife.
One should learn to regard as one's sons all boys who are old
enough to be so. In a poverty-stricken country like India, in-
numerable children are without parents and grow up somehow.
Under such circumstances, if every person who has no son, brings
up and rears one such child as his own, he would be doing a
meritorious deed and reap the benefit of having a son without
indulging in the sexual act. Adoption is a common and widely
acknowledged practice among Hindus.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 12-8-1928

199.   UTILITT OF MACHINES
The late Shri Maganlal wrote to me many letters which were
of value for the public, but, in accordance with my habit, I used
to tear them up. Moreover, I had never expected that he would
die before me. About fifteen days before his death, he wrote to
me a letter which I still have with me, and I give below a part of
it which is of public interest:1
Both these criticisms deserve consideration. People should
not rush to any kind of exhibition. They can reap some benefit
from exhibitions only if they have some knowledge about the
articles exhibited and if they exercise discrimination regarding their
1 The letter is not translated here. Maganlal had doubted the utility of
machines and implements exhibited at agricultural exhibitions and criticized the
Government's discriminatory customs policy which encouraged the imports of
steam or oil-driven machines at the cost of machines which could be worked
by hand or with the help of bullocks.